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an  introduction  to  the  history  of  the  christian  church  from  its  inception  to
approximately 600 the early church seeks to balance the traditional presentation of
notables councils and controversies by telling the story of the ordinary christian during
this era includes stories of ordinary lay christians especially women and what christian
faith meant within the overall context of their lives

a lucid and concise account of the peole places institutions events and ideas that
made a  difference in  the development of  the christian faith  discussion questions
following each chapter aid the reader in reflection and rview

essays presented are adapted papers read at the 7th nordic new testament conference
in stavanger norway june 14 18 2003

dr wand s classic treatment of the early church is concise comprehensive and makes
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use of specialist treatises the organisation of material and lucid style make accessible
what is at times a complex subject in addition the book is full of vignettes of prominent
personages and curious items of information interesting and informative a history of
early church caters for the general reader with an interest in history as well as the
religious studies student fow whom it is principally intended

provides a comprehensive look at the ways the first christians from the new testament
period up until the middle of the third century worked to spread the good news to the
rest of the world this book will both show contemporary readers what can be learned
from the past and help renew their own evangelistic vision

this is the first volume of ferguson s collected essays and includes some of his most
memorable work especially on laying on of hands

examines the beginning of the christian movement during the first centureis ad and
the explosive force of its expansion throughout the roman world

a collection of primary texts revealing how early christians practiced their faith life and
practice in the early church brings together a range of primary texts from the church s
first five centuries to demonstrate how early christians practiced their faith rather
than focusing on theology these original documents shed light on how early believers
did church addressing such practical  questions as how did the church administer
baptism how were sermons delivered how did the early church carry out its missions
endeavors early christian writings reveal a great deal about the tradition as well as the
wider culture in which it developed far from being monolithic the documents which
present  the  voices  of  the  early  church  fathers  in  their  own  words  demonstrate
variation and diversity regarding how faith was worked out during the patristic period
the texts illuminate who was eligible for baptism what was expected of worshippers
how the eucharist was celebrated and how church offices and their functions were
organized contextual introductions explain practices and their development for those
with little prior knowledge of christian history or tradition the pieces included here all in
accessible english translation represent such sources as justin martyr tertullian the
cappadocians cyril of jerusalem john chrysostom and augustine

an important study on the worship of the early church this introduction to the origins
of  christian  worship  illuminates  the  importance  of  ancient  liturgical  patterns  for
contemporary  christian  practice  andrew  mcgowan  takes  a  fresh  approach  to
understanding how christians came to worship in the distinctive forms still  familiar
today deftly and expertly processing the bewildering complexity of the ancient sources
into lucid fluent exposition he sets aside common misperceptions to explore the roots
of  christian  ritual  practices  including  the  eucharist  baptism  communal  prayer
preaching scripture reading and music in their earliest recoverable settings now in
paper

volume  1  jewish  prayers  from  table  and  synagogue  subapostolic  era  the  didache
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clement  of  rome ignatius  of  antioch pastor  hermas second century  justin  martyr
irenaeus  of  lyons  melito  of  sardis  third  century  tertullian  cyprian  of  carthage
hippolytus of rome the didascalia of the apostles origen the apostolic church order and
others

frend  s  masterful  survey  here  presented  with  a  new  preface  and  updated
bibliographies  traces  the  historical  and  theological  development  of  the  christian
church from apostolic times through the fifth century

a  standard  work  which  offers  an  illuminating  alternative  to  sometimes  more
conservative anglo american works this accessible history provides a lucid and highly
readable up to date study of the early christian church from its beginnings to the
council of chalcedon in 451 c e includes full bibliographies for each section

aimed at the undergraduate academic and interested lay person this is a classic history
of the formative period of the church it includes an account of rome and 1st century
judaism the gnostics and the conflicts of eastern christendom and examines such
figures as origen arian and st augustine of hippo a bibliography of general works on
church history is also included

discover how the early christian church on fire with the message of jesus literally
changed the world the completely new faith lessons groupware takes your small group
on  a  round  trip  to  ancient  times  places  and  customs  and  back  again  this  lively
interactive journey is more than fascinating it s faith inspiring and life changing your
job as a group leader is simplified with this innovative leader s guide fresh clear and
easy  to  follow  designed  to  minimize  your  preparation  time  and  maximize  your
effectiveness  you  are  not  left  to  guess  at  anything  this  volume  contains  all  the
material in the participant s guide including maps photos sidebars and other study aids
plus instructions and tips that will take you step by step through each faith lesson the
carefully  organized  format  makes  it  easy  to  conduct  the  following  invigorating
discussion filled sessions 1 caesarea philippi everything to lose nothing to gain 2 sardis
the salt of the earth 3 pergamum where satan lives 4 ephesus the mark of the beast 5
laodicea hot or cold

this volume honors professor everett ferguson of abilene christian university on the
occasion of his sixty fifth birthday reflecting the interests of the honoree the twenty
one contributions focus on various aspects of the early church and its environment
together the articles form a broad tapestry of interrelated topics informed from the
disciplines  of  philosophy  patristic  theology  archaeology  rhetoric  art  greco  roman
religion and biblical studies

how did  the  early  christians  manage to  establish  a  religion  and institution  which
despite persecution flourished and grew how did their initial experience of being a
despised minority in the roman empire shape their sense of privileged identity and
uniqueness and how was it that at least at the outset the first believers were able to
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exist alongside the same shared traditions rituals and beliefs of the jews despite the
jewish rejection of jesus as messiah the christian community was born out of paradox
its faith in a man who was also the anointed one or christ of god and its growth and
development often echoed those complex and contradictory origins morwenna ludlow
discusses the fragile context as well as the emerging core beliefs of the early church
including divine creation salvation eschatology the humanity and divinity of christ and
the inter relationships of the trinity between 50 600 ce she also examines the process
of christian self definition in response to groups on the edge of the church such as
gnostics marcionites montanists and manichaeans as well as in relation to judaism
bringing to vivid life the remarkable history of the early church in all its conflict and
struggle the author shows why such a successful faith was able to rise out of such
improbable and unpromising beginnings

this is the second volume of ferguson s collected essays and includes some of his most
memorable work especially on laying on of hands

a standard work for european students which has already been reprinted four times in
the original german this history is a lucid and highly readable up to date account of the
early  church  from  its  beginnings  to  the  council  of  chalcedon  which  offers  an
illuminating alternative to sometimes more conservative british works

these studies form part of an endeavour to understand the early christians in relation
to their social and intellectual environment to trace the influences particularly that of
the classical tradition on the development of christianity they centre upon historical
themes to which ideas are cardinal and the personalities with whom those ideas are
associated  the  origins  of  the  authority  of  the  roman  church  philo  and  the  first
theologians  the  nature  of  early  christian  apologetic  and  the  great  religious
controversies  of  the  4th  and  5th  centuries  arianism  christology  and  monasticism
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